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a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Founded by Thomas Jefferson i n  1819, 
the University of Virginia was one of the three achievements f o r  
which he wished t o  be remembered, and both archi tectural ly  and 
sp i r i tua l ly  it is a f i t t i n g  monument t o  h i s  genius. 

As l a i d  out by Jefferson, the "academical village" was 
dominated by the Rotunda, a half-scale adaptation of the Pantheon 
i n  Rome. Extending southward from the Rotunda on e i the r  side of 
the Lawn are  the academic buildings, each row consisting of f ive  
two-story pavilions i n  a variety of c lass ica l  s tyles ,  linked by 
one-story blocks behind Tuscan colonnades. Beyond the East and 
West Lawn, a s  they a re  called, a re  Located the single-story East 
and West Ranges, used f o r  student housing. The incomplete 
quadrangle was rounded out i n  1898 by the construction of three 
buildings designed by Stanford White: Cabell Hall, the Rousa 
Physical Laboratory, and the Mechanical Laboratory. 

The university has expanded f a r  beyond the limits of 
Jefferson 's  or iginal  design, but i n  general the subsequent 
construction has been i n  harmony with the f i r s t  buildings. 
Among other noteworthy structures a re  the Brooks ~useum; 
b u i l t  i n  1877-78, the-~lderman Memorial Library; the ~ n i v e r s i t  
Cha 1, a Gothic-design structure completed i n  1850; t e + - + 

es ident ' s  House, b u i l t  i n  1908 from a design by Stanford 
White; Fayemeather Hall, - erected i n  1893; and the Monroe House - -, 
a residence of James Monroe i n  the l a t e  18th century. 

b. BOUNDARIES: The Rotunda i s  located off Main St ree t  on the 
campus of the University of Virginia. It is bounded on the north 
by University Avenue, on the south by Jefferson h r k  Avenue, on 
the east by Hospital Road, on the west by McCormick Road. 
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Thomas Jefferson founded the University of Virginia in 1819 and 

considered it one of his three greatest achievements. Architecturally 

and spiritually, it is a fitting monument to his genius. The Rotunda 

dominates Jefferson's "acadernical village," consisting of two rows 

of academic buildings, East and West Lawn, and two rows of one-story 

student cottages, East and West Range. 
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